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5722 - SCHOOL-SPONSORED STUDENT-PUBLICATIONS-AND-PRODUCTIONS MEDIA

Definitions

ITDRAFTING NOTE: Pursuant to W.V. Code 18B-21-3. the followina definitions are included to be consistent with
current statutory requirements regarding school-sponsored media and its publication.]

School-sponsored media means anv material that is prepared. substantiallv written. published. or broadcast. in anv
media bv a student iournalist at a public hiah school. colleae. or universitv under the supervision of a student media adviser
and distributed or aenerallv made available to members of the student bodv. School-sponsored media does not include
media intended for distribution or transmission for classroom purposes only.

Student iournalist means a public hiah school. colleae. or university student who writes, edits, photographs, records, or
prepares information for inclusion in school-sponsored media.
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Student media advisor means an individual emploved. abpointed. or desianated by a public high school, college, or
university to supervise or provide instruction relating to school-sponsored media.

The following speech is unprotected and prohibited in all school-sponsored student publications and productions: speech
that is defamatory, libelous, obscene or harmful to minors as that term is defined in the Children's Internet Protection
Action (CIPA); speech that is reasonably likely to cause substantial disruption of or material interference with school
activities or the educational process; speech that infringes upon the privacy or rights of others; speech that violates
copyright law; speech that promotes activities, products or services that are unlawful (illegal) as to minors as defined bv
State or Federal law: and soeech that otherW|se V|0Iates school policv and/or State or Federal law.

Student expression relates-related to classrooms or educational settings not otherwise directly associated with school-
sponsored student-publications/productions-media are nonpublic forums. As nonpublic forums; the content of such student
expression can be regulated for legitimate pedagogical school-related reasons. School officials shall routinely and
systematically review and, if necessary, restrict the content of these student expressions prior to publication/performance in
a reasonable manner that is neutral as to the viewpoint of the speaker.

[DRAFTING NOTE: With respect to student expression related to classrooms or educational settings not
otherwise directly associated with school-sponsored student publications/productions, select Option 1, Option
2, Option 3, Option 4, or Option 5.]

x ] OPTION 1

[x 1 Nonpublic forum student expression may be published/performed outside the school community (i.e., to the general
public). () See Board Policy 9160 - Public Attendance at School Events.
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F1-Ontien-A[Selectif the Board-intendsto-DRAFTING NOTE: The Board intends, pursuant to W.V. Code 18B-21-
1 et seq., designate all school-spbonsored student—medla to be Ilmlted -purpose Dubllc forums {| e.. not sub1ect
to prior rewewlrestralnt) ahd : :

il

{3 The Board designates all school-sponsored student-media as limited-purpose public forums where students can address
matters of concern and/or interest to their readers/viewers. All school-sponsored studenrt-media may be
published/performed outside the school community. The student journalists, content-creators and/or performers involved in
these publications/ productions have the right to determine the content of the stadenrt-media.

3 The content may address general matters of public concern and is open to the public at large for comment at the
discretion of the student journalists/content-creators/performers. School officials witishall not review or restrict the content
of school soonsored student media Drlor to Dubllcatlon/Derformance exceDt with resoect to unDrotected speech.-(}-Eaeh

All school-sponsored stadert-media shall contain a notice to the reader/viewer that the material. while school-sponsored, is
student directed and not subiect to prior review and shall not be considered to be an expression of Board policy. Given all
student- school-sponsored media has been desianated as limited-purpose public
forums. the school assumes no I|ab|I|tv for their content

responsible in anv civil or criminal action for any expression made or publishe& by students pursuant to State law and
identified under this policy.

With editorial control comes responsibilitv. Student iournalists. content-creators. and performers are expected to establish
and enforce standards for their publications/productions that are consistent with professional
journalism/artistic/theatrical/broadcast standards.

A student iournalist followina the reauirements established herein shall not be subject to discipline. If a student journalist
has been disciplined, they may appeal utilizing the following process:

AdLevel 1

The matter must be addressed initially to the principal, who wil-shall conduct an appropriate investigation and
document the content that led to the discipline to determine if the student journalist was disciplined due to protected
speech, the discipline imposed, and the requested relief sought by the student journalist.

The student journalist wi-shall be notified of the principal's determination in writing in a reasonable time.

¥Level 2

If the student journalist believes the principal's determination has not satisfactorily resolved the dispute and/or the
student journalist believes the principal's determination that the student journalist did engage in protected speech,
they may submit an appeal to the Superintendent.

A written request for a conference shall be submitted to the Superintendent.

(x ) This request shewld-shall include:
1¥the specific nature of the complaint and a brief statement of the facts giving rise to it;
2¥the respect in which it is alleged that the student journalist has been affected adversely;

3¥the action which the student journalist wishes to be taken and the reasons why it is felt that such action be
taken.

The Suberintendent shall provide the student iournalist with a written decision based on the review of the
investigation and any further inquiry that was deemed necessary.

( x) The decision of the Superintendent shall be final.

ITDRAFTING NOTE: Onlv include this Level if you will allow a student journalist to appeal the decision of
the Superintendent to the Board.]

c¥Level 3

Should the matter still not be resolved and requires a Board decision or action, the student journalist shall request,
in writing, a meeting with the Board.
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The Board, after rewewmg all material relatlng to the case, shall (x ) prowde the student Journallst W|th its written

following-the-meeting- The Board's decision wil-shal
Anv student. student iournalist. or student media adviser mav institute proceedinas for iniunctive or declaratory relief in
anv court of competent jurisdiction to enforce the rights provided in State law and this policy.
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[NOTE: The following paragraph is optional.]
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[ ] Students )-staff-will monitor comments posted to social media platforms/sites that have been approved under Policy
7544 for use as school-sponsored stadenrt-media. Comments will be monitored to verify the age-appropriateness of the
material, whether unprotected speech is involved, and whether there is compliance with posted rules for use of the forum
and the platform's/site's applicable terms of service. Comments that are not age-appropriate for the student-audience for
the school-sponsored publication, constitute unprotected speech, and/or violate the posting rules for the use of the forum
and/or the platform's/site's applicable terms of service will be removed. The review of posted comments will be conducted
in a viewpoint neutral manner and consistent with State and Federal law.

[ ] Students shall not be disciplined and/or retaliated against for exercising and/or asserting their free speech rights as
defined in this policy. Nothing in this policy, however, restricts the Board's ability to impose post-publication/performance
discipline related to a student engaging in the impermissible publication/performance of unprotected speech.

[DRAFTING NOTE: CHOOSE ONE (1) OF THE FOLLOWING THREE(3)-TWO (2) OPTIONS RE: ADVERTISING.]

Any advertisements must be consistent with Policy 9700.01 (x ) and AG 9700B.

The students in the class(es)/activity(ies) associated with £}=aH-school-sponsored } i
media, as limited-purpose public forums {)-the-abeve-listedstudent-mediafend-ef-eption]-will determine whether to
include advertisements in the publications/productions. Acceptance or rejection of specific advertisements is within the
control of the publication/production staff, which may except those for activities, products, or services that are illegal for
students and/or that violate State or Federal law.

[x ] The publication/production staff is encouraged to consider the age appropriateness of the ads they select.

https://go.boarddocs.com/wv/mingo/Board.nsf/Private?open&login# Page 8 of 9



BoardDocs® PL 10/16/23, 5:32 PM

© Neola-2022 2023

https://go.boarddocs.com/wv/mingo/Board.nsf/Private?open&login# Page 9 of 9



